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Learning Starts with LeadingLearning Starts with Leading

February is Presidents’ Month - a great time to celebrate outstanding leaders of all
kinds and reflect on the characteristics they share. This month’s Exchange features
ready-to-use assignments to build leadership skills in students, classroom materials
that help put students in control of their own learning, and tips on how to harness
your important role as an instructional leader.

Fostering Student Thinking,Fostering Student Thinking,
Discussion, and Writing AboutDiscussion, and Writing About
LeadershipLeadership

This month’s free assignments focus
on identifying the qualities of both
classroom and community leaders by
formulating a job description for an
effective leader. Use the assignment
for your grade band “as-is” or feel free
to make it your own. Consider linking
your discussion of leadership to
current curriculum, including
Presidents' Day or February's
celebration of Black History Month.

K-2 Assignment

Gr. 3-5 Assignment

Gr. 6-12 Assignment

We WantWe Want
to Hearto Hear

from You!from You!

Connect with Us forConnect with Us for
Two Chances to Get Free Stuff!Two Chances to Get Free Stuff!

Send copies of your favorite student leadership responses (above) for a
chance to win $25 in free products!$25 in free products!

OR

Next month's theme, in honor of Daylight Savings, will be the interaction
between humans, technology, science, and nature. If you have a great

assignment linked to this theme, share it with us for a chance to be
published in our newsletter and receive up to

$50 in free products!$50 in free products!

Send all submissions to
cmcdonough@collinsed.comcmcdonough@collinsed.com.
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Embracing Your Own Classroom LeadershipEmbracing Your Own Classroom Leadership

Use the Collins Writing framework to become an
effective learning and writing leader in your
classroom and to foster a culture of thinking and
writing across the curriculum.

Great Teachers Lead Students in Becoming:Great Teachers Lead Students in Becoming:

Critical Thinkers Who -Critical Thinkers Who -
Frequently complete Type OneType One risk-free writing;
Respond thoughtfully to high level Type Two questionshigh level Type Two questions;
Identify strong arguments and provide solid reasoning in all Five Types ofFive Types of
WritingWriting; 
Use their writing portfolioswriting portfolios* to revisit past assignments and improve
future thinking and writing.

Capable Writers Who - Capable Writers Who - 
Use Type One quickwrites to increase stamina and fluency;
Choose relevant and significant evidence in Types Two and above;
Understand how to meet specific assessment criteria (FCAs) in TypesTypes
Three and Four WritingThree and Four Writing;
Use their writing portfolios* to apply revising and editing skillsrevising and editing skills  that will
improve current and future writing.

Confident Students Who -Confident Students Who -
Dare to take risks as writers and thinkers - especially in Type One Writing;
Understand that they always have something important to say and that
great content is the foundation of great writing;
Know they are part of a judgment-free community of writers and are not
afraid to contribute to classroom discussions of writing and Type Four
peer editing;
Use their writing portfolios* as inspiration for future writing and to
reinforce what they have learned and accomplished in their cohort of
writers and thinkers.

* Read on to learn more about and purchase our Student Writing PortfoliosStudent Writing Portfolios.

Exciting Resources Go Beyond Books!Exciting Resources Go Beyond Books!

Helping students take the lead in their ownHelping students take the lead in their own
learning and writing growth:learning and writing growth:

Writing PortfoliosWriting Portfolios

Student portfolios are a wonderful way to help
put students in charge of their own learning and
writing in an age appropriate manner. They
provide a simple and effective way to archive
evidence of writing and growth. Students are
often surprised at, and proud of, how much
writing they have produced over time. Portfolios
are also powerful to share at parent conferences

https://www.collinsed.com/quickwrites
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https://www.collinsed.com/focus-correction-areas
https://www.collinsed.com/revising-and-editing
https://www.collinsed.com/shop?Category=Student+Writing+Portfolios


or open houses. 

Our specially-designed Collins PortfoliosCollins Portfolios are
working and learning folders. They help students
set learning goals, record their progress, and
reflect on their own learning. Teachers especially
love the student reflection component of our
portfolios. A built-in reflection log encourages
students to take the lead in their own future
learning.

See Our Guide to Using Writing
Portfolios

Purchase

Portfolios get kids thinking about
their writing and your feedback--
as shown in the student reflection

log below.

Leading a Community of Writers:Leading a Community of Writers:

Who Doesn't Love Posters?Who Doesn't Love Posters?

Our collection of classroom posters is a teacher favorite and a constant visual
reminder that teachers are leading a community where writing and thinking are both
practiced and valued! Take a look at our selection - there's something for everyone –

from the Five Types of Writing and the most common mechanics rules to helpful
revising and editing marks.

All posters are available for purchase in our All posters are available for purchase in our online storeonline store..

Mark Your Calendar for These Coming Attractions!Mark Your Calendar for These Coming Attractions!

Brand New Virtual Session!Brand New Virtual Session!
The Art of Writing

Literacy that Works in the CTELiteracy that Works in the CTE
ClassroomClassroom

Vocabulary Cards, TenVocabulary Cards, Ten
Percent Summary,Percent Summary,

https://www.collinsed.com/shop?Category=Student+Writing+Portfolios
https://www.collinsed.com/_files/ugd/088f70_7765dd1e072242878647fd161e39eb52.pdf
https://www.collinsed.com/shop?Category=Student+Writing+Portfolios
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in the AI Era
SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!

March 19, 2024, 4:30 PM EST

Full Day Training
Lake Morey, VT

SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!
March 26, 2024

Compare/Contrast, and theCompare/Contrast, and the
Argument EssayArgument Essay
Full Day Training

New Providence, NJ
March 12th

REGISTER NOW!REGISTER NOW!

Five Types of WritingFive Types of Writing
Full Day Training
Lake Morey, VT

SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!
March 25, 2024

Online Graduate/Online Graduate/
Undergraduate CourseUndergraduate Course
for CTE Teachers

Vermont State University
Spring/Summer 2024

Five Types of Writing OnlineFive Types of Writing Online
Graduate Course Graduate Course Vermont

State University
Spring/Summer 2024 

See our Full Listing of Virtual Sessions and Public Workshops in Your Area.
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