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Text-Based Go-To Questions 

Characteristics Nonfiction or Informational Text Fiction 

 

Key Ideas 

(What does the text 

say?) 

 

 What is the author's claim or message? 

 Identify the central idea(s) of this text. 

 What details in the text support the central idea?  

 What basic information is presented that is necessary for 

you to understand the author’s claim or message? Explain. 

 What evidence does the author give to support the claim?  

Cite specifics. 

 What types of evidence does the author use? Cite examples. 

 

 What is this passage about? 

 What are the most important events? 

 What is the theme?  (theme=the message or the meaning) 

 Explain how __________ (name a character) changes in the 

passage/text? 

 What did __________ learn as a result of __________? 

 How do the characters/ideas/events develop and interact 

over the course of the story? 

 

Craft and Structure 

(How does the text 

work?) 

 

 

 What does the word or term ____________ mean in line _____.  

How do you know? 

 How is the text organized? Explain. (Five common 

organizational patterns include cause and effect, problem 

solution, compare and contrast, sequence, and description.) 

 What are the parts or sections of this text? How do they fit 

together to provide the overall structure of the text? 

 Are there text features that contribute to your 

understanding of the passage? Identify and explain. 

 What tone does the author use? How do you know? 

 Identify the point of view of the author. How do you know? 

 What literary devices can you identify in the passage and 

how do they contribute to meaning? 

 

 What does the word ____________ mean in line _____? How do 

you know? 

 What type of text is this (poem, drama, short story, memoir, 

etc.)? 

 Identify the point of view of the narrator. How do you 

know?  

 Identify the mood of the passage. How do you know? 

 Identify the tone of the passage. How do you know? 

 Describe the story structure, including beginning, middle 

and ending.   

 Which sentence best helps you understand __________? 

 What literary devices can you identify in the passage and 

how do they contribute to meaning?  

 

Integration of 

Knowledge and 

Ideas  

(How do the details of 

the text relate to the 

big ideas?) 

 

 

 Identify how the author uses evidence and details to 

support reasoning.  

 Is the evidence sufficient and is it relevant to the claim? 

How? 

 Explain how two or more texts on the same topic are similar 

or different. 

 How do the graphics enhance the meaning of the text?  

 How does the title contribute to the meaning of the text?  

What is your evidence? 

 

 Explain, with sufficient detail, how two or more texts with 

the same theme are similar or different. 

 How do the illustrations help convey the mood of the story?   

 Explain how the illustrations support the text. 

 How well does the title represent the theme of the work?  

Give specific details. 

 How does the setting support the theme? 

 How do the traits of __________ contribute to the conflict? 

 

 


